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Rarely Seen European and American Prints and Drawings 
From CMA’s Permanent Collection On Display 


CLEVELAND (June 1, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will showcase a selection of over 120 rarely seen 
American, British, French, Swiss, German, Austrian and Norwegian prints and drawings from its permanent collection in 
Nature Sublime: Landscapes from the Nineteenth Century, on view Aug. 15 to Nov. 14, 2004. 

Admission to the Museum and this exhibition is free. 

CMA Assistant Curator of Prints and Drawings, Heather Lemonedes, says, “I thought that 1t would be interesting to 
explore how depictions of the landscape evolved over the course of the 19th century and to compare how artists in England, 
France, Germany and America addressed the subject. The exhibition will contrast notions of near and far, close scrutiny and 
broad vistas. The Museum’s collection of works on paper is extraordinary and I’ve had to be selective in what could be 
included. There will be many artists familiar to the public, as well as a number of beautiful surprises.” 

During the 19th century, in both European and American art, the landscape emerged as a subject of profound 
significance. As industry flourished, many artists turned to nature as an escape. Nature Sublime will examine the ways that the 
major artistic movements of the 19th century—Romanticism, Realism, Impressionism, Post-Impressionism and Symbolism— 
responded to the subject of the landscape. This exhibition will chart the evolution of the theme from German Romantic views of 
ruined churches amidst ancient oaks, to picturesque views of the English countryside, to French Impressionist visions of sunlit 
gardens, to American experiments in modernism at the turn of the century. 

Highlights include works by celebrated artists such as William Blake (British, 1757—1827), John Ruskin (British, 
1819-1900), Edgar Degas (French, 1834-1917), Camille Pissarro (French, 1830—1903), Winslow Homer (American, 1836— 
1910), James Abbott McNeill Whistler (American, 1834-1903), Edvard Munch (Norwegian, 1863—1944) and Caspar David 
Friedrich (German, 1774—1840). The exhibition will also introduce Museum visitors to less well-known artists working in the 
landscape genre, such as Karl Friedrich Schinkel (German, 1781—1841), Samuel Palmer (British, 1805-1881), Henri Riviere 
(French, 1864-1951) and Joseph Pennell (American, 1857—1910). 

The idea of contrasting close-up studies of nature with panoramic views of the landscape was inspired by two 
watercolors by Léon Bonvin (French, 1834—1866): Study of a Plant, Possibly Thistle (1862) and Landscape Near Paris (c. 
1860). When CMA Assistant Curator of Prints and Drawings, Heather Lemonedes began to study the collection of 19th-century 
works on paper nearly two years ago, she came across Bovin’s drawings and wanted to display them in the context of this little- 
known artist’s contemporaries. The idea grew to encompass landscapes from all over Europe and America throughout the 


century. 


(more) 


CMA/ Nature Sublime—2 


Nature Sublime follows in the footsteps of Landscape in Detail, an exhibition of 16th- and 17th-century landscape 
prints and drawings from the Museum’s collection which took place in 1996 and revealed how the landscape began as a 
pictorial backdrop and eventually became a subject in its own right. By the 19th century, the landscape had become the primary 
subject of avant-garde art. Nature Sublime celebrates the theme of the landscape in all of its aspects. 

Nature Sublime will provide viewers with the opportunity to compare prints and drawings and to examine works of 
paper in a wide range of media, including watercolor, pastel, graphite, charcoal, monotype, etching, woodcut, lithography and 
cliché-verre. 

Lectures 
Wed., Sept. 8, 6:30 p.m., Recital Hall 


CMA Assistant Curator of Prints and Drawings, Heather Lemonedes offers a closer look at masterpieces in the exhibition. 


Fri., Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m., Recital Hall 

Landscapes at Home and Abroad: Vernacular and Classical Visions 

Professor Patricia Mainardi, Executive Officer, Ph.D. Program in Art History, The Graduate Center, The City University of 
New York, lectures on the tension between ideal and vernacular nineteenth century landscapes. 


Wed., Oct. 20, 6:30 p.m., Recital Hall 

A Purely National and Original School: Watercolor Painting in 19"-Century Britain 

Dr. Anne Helmreich, Associate Professor of Art History and Art Case Western Reserve University, discusses how and why 
watercolor painting came to be regarding as a national genre in Great Britain. 


Drawing Course 


Wed., Oct. 6 to Wed., Nov. 3 from 6 to 8:30 p.m., Recital Hall 

Nature Sublime: Landscape Drawing in the Galleries 

CMA instructor Arielle Levine will introduce students to a variety of beginning drawing techniques with a primary focus on 
landscape drawings. This course will use dry media including pencil and charcoal. 


Registration is available for $140 (CMA members $100) by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at 
www.clevelandart.org. Limit 15 per class. Supplies are not included, however a supply fee will be furnished on the first session. 


Gallery Talks 


Wed., Sept. 1, 1:30 p.m., Wed., Sept. 22, 6 p.m., Exhibition Galleries 
CMA Educator Frank Isphording will give a gallery talk in the exhibition. 


Sun., Oct. 17, 1:30 p.m., Exhibition Galleries 
CMA Educator Debbie Apple-Presser will give a gallery talk in the exhibition. 


Promotional support provided by WCLV 104.9 FM. The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the 
Ohio Arts Council and the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection 1s world 
renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, 
scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888- 
CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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